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Tab.1 Structure of the surveyed villages
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Tab.2 Idleness of rural residential land based on different classification criteria
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Tab.3 Cause structure of idleness of rural residential land based on different classification criteria
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Fig.1 Mechanism analysis of idleness of rural residential land
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Analysis of Idleness of Rural Residential Land and Its Causes in China

LI Tingting', LONG Hualou”, WANG Yanfei’
(1. Rural Development Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China; 2. Institute of Geographic

Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China; 3. Policy Research Center, Ministry of Housing
and Urban—Rural Development of the People’s Republic of China, Beijing 100835, China)

Abstract: Based on the survey of typical villages across the country, the purposes of this paper are to analyze the idleness
of rural residential land and its causes in different regions, and to provide suggestions for the intensive use of existing
rural residential land and rural revitalization. The research methods include village survey method and comparative
analysis method. The results show that: 1)the problem of idleness of rural residential land in the surveyed villages has
become increasingly common, with an average degree of idleness of 10.7% in 2018. 2)There are significant differences of
idleness of rural residential land between various villages. The degree of idleness of rural residential land is the highest
in the eastern area, while the lowest in the central area. The farther the village is from the city, the higher the idleness of
rural residential land is. The villages in the plain areas have the highest degree of idleness of rural residential land. The
idleness of rural residential land increases with the deepening of the village poverty. 3)The idleness of rural residential
land is the result of imbalance between demographic change in rural areas and the use of rural residential land. The
proportion of idle rural residential land caused by the long—term immigrant work of family members, settlement in cities,
multiple houses in one household, and damaged houses decreased in turn. 4)The idleness of rural residential land is
affected by the macro and micro factors inside and outside the rural area. The off—-farm employment and the citizenization
of rural migrant population caused by economic growth and urbanization are the direct reasons for the idleness of rural
residential land. Meanwhile, the current urban—rural dual system and rural residential land system are the root causes of
the idleness of rural residential land. In conclusion, to revitalize the idle rural residential land, it is necessary to promote
the consolidation of idle rural residential land according to local conditions, improve the mechanism of paid use and
withdrawal of rural residential land, and innovate the urban—rural system to accelerate the citizenization of rural migrant
population.

Key words: rural hollowing; idleness of rural residential land; cause structure; function mechanism; village survey
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